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EEGISTEES OP THE ANGLICAN CHTJECH IN PENN- 
STLTANIA PEIOE TO 1800. 

BY PHILIP SYNG PHYSICK CONNKU. 

[Abstract of a paper read before the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

May 7, 1888.] 

Although a period of more than two hundred years has 
passed since the service of the Church of England was or- 
dained to he read in the Province of Pennsylvania, and one 
of nearly two hundred years since the offices of that church 
were first actually performed within her bounds, and although 
much has been written on that church's missions, mission- 
aries, and church buildings, nothing has been said regarding 
the registers kept by those missionaries, — the record of the 
baptisms, marriages, and burials, ay, of the very existence 
of a body of churchmen ; and yet, such registers were kept, 
and some of them still remain. The silence of church his- 
torians concerning this part of church history would be 
hard to explain were we not aware that this whole matter of 
registration, although enjoined by ecclesiastical authority, 
has, for the most part, been slighted and looked upon with 
indifference by both clergy and laity. And yet registration 
is a most important act and the register a most valuable 
book, for it is the proof of church existence, the evidence of 
numerical strength. 

Such, at least, the register should be ; but, unfortunately, 
for the reason above stated, even without the losses and acci- 
dents of time considered, it never is this, but, at most, a 
merely partial record and chronicle of the past. And yet, 
nevertheless, it is always valuable, and hence it is that I now 
propose to give a sketch of those yet remaining from Pro- 
vincial times, — a sketch made chiefly from personal research 
and examination of the original registers, partly by corre- 
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spondence with the rectors of the old churches throughout 
the State. 

Of all the registers of the Anglican Church in Pennsyl- 
vania the oldest is that of Christ Church, Philadelphia, since 
its mission was the first to the province, commencing before 
the year 1695 by the arrival of the Rev. Richard Sewell and 
the Rev. Thomas Clayton, 1 the first church being built 
under the latter's charge in 1695, and whose register, if not 
burnt in the fire which is said to have destroyed the most of 
the oldest records, may still be hidden away somewhere in 
Maryland, for Mr. Clayton died in that province, at Sassa- 
fras. As it is, the oldest register now known of this the 
oldest parish of the Anglican Church in Pennsylvania does 
not begin until nearly a decade after the dawn of the 
eighteenth century, viz., in the year 1709, its first entry 
antedating that of Trinity, Oxford, which also opens in the 
same year. Then come the registers of St. Paul's, Chester, 
and of St. Martin's, Marcus Hook. St. Paul's oldest register, 
beginning in 1704, was lost some years ago, but fortunately 
it was first copied, and its marriages, at least, may be seen 
printed in Vol. VIII., " Penna. Archives," 2d series. St. 
Martin's Church has a vestry-book, commencing in the year 
1724, which contains some parochial registrations. 

St. David's, Radnor, has an old volume with entries con- 
temporaneous with the events they record, commencing in 
172J, as, for instance, the list of persons taking the sacra- 
ment on the 23d of March said year ; but its baptisms do 
not begin, strictly, until 1727, the entries of those recorded 
as having occurred in 1706 having been made long after that 
year. It has no burial register before 1800, and but one 
marriage recorded prior to that year, viz., Matthew Hughes 
to Margt. Madson, 2d August, 1737. 

From these churches on the broad Delaware we must turn 
to the picturesque Schuylkill, in whose valley at Douglass- 
ville now rises the lovely Gothic shrine of new St. Gabriel's, 
and close at hand the ancient church and graveyard dedi- 

1 Perry's " History of the American Episcopal Church," Vol. I. p. 
225. 
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cated to that angel. Here we find a register commencing in 
1735, and a minute of its vestry duly recording the voluntary 
entering in of that Swedish congregation to the communion 
of the Anglican Church. 1 

And now comes a gap of fifteen years, that is, until 1750, 
before we find the opening of another register, and that 
record is the register of Gloria Dei, " Old Swedes," at 
Wicaco, Philadelphia, 1750. Why, this church was conse- 
crated in 1700 ! Had it no earlier registers ? Yes, but they 
are lost, gone, no one knows where. And in the loss of these 
records has vanished the early one pertaining to St. James's, 
Kingsessing, and Christ Church, Merion, for these two were 
long united to Gloria Dei, whose register embraced theirs. 

And so, continuing our course in imagination, we spring 
from the Delaware, inland, to Lancaster, where five years 
later, that is, in 1755, the ink lay wet upon the first page of 
St. James's register. Then began that interesting and val- 
uable series of records embracing not only the families of 
that city for over a hundred and thirty years, but also those 
of the country for many miles around ; for its rectors were 
also the ministers to other congregations formed in the 
Province, and it is from this reason that the register of 
St. James's, in common with other " mother churches," is 
increased in value, for it is not only the record of one single 
parish, but also that of its associated ones, their records 
being, in many instances, at least, embraced in its register 
and not utterly lost, as has been supposed. Thus, for in- 
stance, although the old registers of St. John's, Pequea, of 
St. Thomas's and Bangor Church in Caernarvon, and of St. 
John's, York, are supposed to be lost, it is evident from an 
inspection of St. James's register that the loss is not total, 
since entries of rites performed in these places occur in it. 
Moreover, this register is valuable as recording other things 
besides marriages and the like ; as, for instance, the date of 
the introduction of inoculation for the smallpox, etc. The 

1 Although embraced, under the general title of this paper, among 
Anglican churches, St. Gabriel's, Gloria Dei, St. James's, Kingsessing, 
and Christ, Merion, were originally of the Swedish Church. 
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first series of these registers is bound ; but later and most 
interesting ones of about ninety to sixty years ago are but 
bundles of loose leaves tied up with string. 

Through the facilities here afforded me, I was enabled to 
make the discoveries regarding the value of St. James's 
register, above noted, and " discoveries" I think I may well 
call them ; for I doubt if any outside of the church knew 
of these old volumes, while I am sure the fact of their con- 
taining records of other points, besides St. James's records, 
supposed to be totally lost, was utterly unknown until found 
by me. And here I have the satisfaction of announcing 
another discovery, — the chest of Bangor Church, with its 
oldest deeds and records. 

This chest had long been lost, no one knew exactly where 
it was ; so, after consulting with the rector, who freely gave 
me all advice and directions in his power in aid of my quest, 
I started upon it ; not mounted as a knight of old, how- 
ever, but seated in a " buggy" drawn by a horse and driven 
by a Mr. Cox, a convert of glowing zeal. And truly the 
pilgrimage was a pleasant one, — adown the lovely valley of 
the Conestoga, on to Pool Forge where dwelt the family of 
De Haven, some of whom it was thought could give infor- 
mation of the box. We found the ladies of the house at 
home ; but, unfortunately, both were so deaf that I was in 
despair. But Mr. Cox proved equal to the occasion, making 
them understand our mission, when one of them said, 
" Yes, there is a church box somewhere in the house ; you 
may find it up in the garret." And so it proved ; and soon 
I had it unpacked, discovering no old registers, but sundry 
account-books, and ancient title-deeds. Mr. Cox, with com- 
mendable promptness, clapped the box into the wagon and 
we drove off, discoverers and recoverers most lucky, for, 
out of the number of possible hiding-places, we had gone 
straight to the right one at once. 

From Lancaster and the Conestoga Valley we must re- 
turn to the Delaware. Here, in St. Paul's Church, Phila- 
delphia, we find the next register. It begins in 1759 (1759- 
1806), about two years before the building was finished. 
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Its marriage-list is printed in Vol. IX. of the 2d series of 
" Penna. Archives." 

Again we must wing our way from the great river, in- 
land, to York. Here is the register of St. John's, begin- 
ning in 1786. 

And now a still farther point must be reached, namely, 
St. John's Church, Carlisle. Here the register goes back 
to 1793. And now must we turn eastward, a hundred 
miles of flight lying between us and the next register. 
Straight from Carlisle to pleasant Torresdale on the Dela- 
ware, near by which we find, in All Saints' Church, a reg- 
ister containing a single entry for the year 1799, perhaps 
like that for the year 1706 in St. David's at Radnor, a 
record made long subsequent to the event it records. 

Of the twenty-six churches which I find were built be- 
fore the year 1800 the original registers from twelve are 
left; extracts from four of which have been printed. Of 
the other fourteen churches all is lost prior to the said 
year, excepting a printed extract of St. James's, Perki- 
omen, beginning in 1788. "We must remember, however, 
that, as several of the last-mentioned fourteen churches 
were either associated with other churches, or at least 
were served by ministers in common with others, it is 
more than likely the early records of some of them are 
embraced in the registers of the twelve churches first men- 
tioned. That such is the case in a few instances, at least, 
is certain ; but, at the most, the matter saved to us in this 
way is merely partial and not consecutive ; the fact being 
that through indifference and neglect many old registers 
are now lost, and, I must add, remaining ones are in im- 
minent danger of the same fate : for generally there are no 
fire-proofs to keep them in. 

Of the churches known to have possessed old registers 
now lost, I will mention, among others, St. Paul's, at Ches- 
ter. It had a register commencing in 1704 ; but all that is 
now left of this record is the printed list of marriages, from 
1704 to 1733, in Vol. VHL, "Penna. Archives," 2d series. 
A note in Christ Church Register, dated September 1st, 
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1779, and signed " S. P.," tells us that the Rev. Mr. Comhe 
having gone to England, his list of marriages for the years 
1774, '75, '76, '77, and '78 is missing. Other gaps occur; 
but notwithstanding a goodly mass of matter remains to 
this church, much of which has been printed, viz., the 
marriages from 1709 to 1806, in the " Penna. Archives," 
2d series, Vol. VIII. ; the burials, from 1709 to 1760, in the 
Pennsylvania Magazine, commencing in Vol. I., and the 
baptisms are soon to appear in the same journal. Of Gloria 
Dei, all before 1750 are lost ; but from that date down the 
original registers remain, parts of which have been printed, 
viz., the marriages from 1750 to 1810, in " Penna. Archives," 
2d series, Vol. VIII., and also in a separate volume by Mr. 
Park McFarland, Jr., who also possesses copies of the bap- 
tisms, burials, and epitaphs. The old records of St. James's, 
Bristol, were stolen to prevent their evidence in a lawsuit. 
Those of St. Thomas's, White Marsh, were destroyed in the 
Revolution, as the following citation shows : " April 17th, 
1786, ordered that . . . proper books be provided for 
keeping the registers of this parish, the old books and reg- 
isters having been destroyed during the late war." This 
quotation is printed by Bean, in his "History of Montgomery 
County," published in 1884, when it seems the record-book 
from which it was taken was extant, as well as another vol- 
ume dating from 1742 to 1766. Both of these books have 
since disappeared. Bean also states that the " records" of 
St. James's, Perkiomen, begin in 1730 ; of these the parish 
registrations have all been lost, down to 1800; however, 
before that happened a list of marriages, from 1788 to 1810, 
was copied and may be seen printed in " Penna. Archives," 
2d series, Vol. IX. I have already spoken of St. Paul's, 
Chester. I must add the case of St. John's, Concord, in 
the same county of Delaware. Its old record-books were 
shuffled about until, like a spent pack of cards, there were 
none left to deal. On one of their last fragments is written : 
" The first part of this book, having met with an ill accident, 
is left with William Pierce, if any one desires to examine 
them." All are now lost. It is the same with the early 
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records of St. John's, New London, in the neighboring 
county of Chester. Its present register begins in 1824, 
and in it are extracts showing that the parish possessed 
records at least as old as 1741. 

From the above review it will be seen that out of the 
dozen old registers left but four have been even partially 
printed ; thus eight remain with nothing between them and 
utter loss in case of flood or fire. I will give their names, 
viz., Trinity, Oxford; All Saints', Torresdale; St. David's, 
Radnor ; St. Martin's, St. James's, Lancaster ; St. Gabriel's, 
St. John's, York ; and St. John's, Carlisle. 

And now, in conclusion, I wish to ask whether the church 
will remain passive and indifferent to the fate of these 
records of her early flock ? "Will the thousands of to-day 
permit the memory of their ancient few to depart forever ? 
The few, truly, naught now among living men ; but just as 
truly the founders of your church, the chain that binds you 
to it in unbroken succession, the actual progenitors of many, 
the spiritual fathers of all. 

If the few volumes that contain the records of the chief 
events in the lives of these your forefathers are to quietly 
disappear and all memory of them to depart forever, then 
continue to allow these frail books to remain as at present, 
scattered over the face of the State, subject to every accident, 
liable at any moment to total destruction by fire. But if, on 
the contrary, you have due regard for the memory of these 
who ploughed the field from which you reap, due reverence 
for those who, though now dead, lived for you ; you, the 
living churchmen of to-day, will arise from such wasting 
inaction, and with united effort strive to save and preserve 
these records of your past. And in doing this you will not 
be setting an example, for the chance of that is lost, but 
merely following one already set; for here, within your 
bounds, by a people decrescent, not like you, increscent, is 
this already done ; not only has a place been designated for 
the deposit of the ancient records of the Friends, but, in 
addition, reverent and loving hands, supported by contribu- 
tions from the funds of this society, have copied the great 
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body of their registers ; volumes of them are in the library 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. It is the same 
with the Roman Catholics and Presbyterians; each has 
either deposited many of its old records in a safe place, or 
else is engaged in preserving the same by copying and print- 
ing. Surely it is time for our church to save the remnant of 
her registers. If not done now, to-morrow there will be none 
to save. 

I am aware that the church has a place appointed for the 
reception and storage of her records in this city ; I refer to 
the room in the Episcopal Academy ; but the place is not 
fit for such a purpose, a bare apartment in which the docu- 
ments received are, perforce, but piled in promiscuous 
bundles on the floor, subject to sudden destruction, for the 
building is not fire-proof. Considering the character of this 
building, it is fortunate, after all, that no registers have 
come to it, the mass of papers being printed journals of the 
diocese. 

The further use of this unfit place, as a muniment room, 
would be derogatory to the character of churchmen, so far 
as prudence is concerned. If the great body of members 
is still unable to afford the erection of a proper building 
for the preservation of the church archives, it can, at least, 
choose some safe place of deposit for original documents 
and registers from among the many fire-proof buildings of 
our city. Such a building is within a few doors of the 
present unfit place. I allude to the fire-proof library of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. If those vestries pos- 
sessing old registers would send them to the said society, it 
would receive them on deposit subject to the recall of the 
vestries. 

Thus, while the records would be in a place safe from fire 
and damp, and where transcripts of them could be easily 
made, they, nevertheless, would not cease to be the property 
of the parish whence they came, and recoverable at the will 
of its vestry. 

The charge and preservation of ancient manuscripts is 
one of the chief objects for which the Society exists ; hence, 
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to avail itself of this advantage should be the immediate 
object of the church in regard to her old registers. And 
therefore it is that I now respectfully- but earnestly sug- 
gest that action be taken at once by the clergy and laity 
to collect and place these records in the keeping of the said 
Society. 

So far I have appealed to the members of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church ; but it must not be inferred that they are 
the only people interested in the saving and preserving of 
these records. By no means; on the contrary, the great 
body of Pennsylvanians, each one and all, are more or less 
concerned in the matter, irrespective of sect; for with us — 
a free and enlightened people, by whom Christianity is es- 
teemed above sectarianism, and the teachings of reason and 
conscience held superior to mere dogma/ — no family is 
blindly bound to any one form of the Christian religion, but 
each generation follows that one deemed by it the best; 
hence, in the lapse of years, there may be much changing 
about among the various denominations, and hence, if any 
interest at all is felt in family-records, these records must be 
searched for amid a variety of religious bodies. 

With grateful feelings and thanks to the clergy for the 
kind assistance afforded to me during my researches, and 
with the repeated recommendation to them and to my brother 
Pennsylvanians of every sect, that these records, which are 
valuable to all of us, be placed in safety, I close this earnest 
appeal. 



